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CONSTITUTION

Articles I — VI can be found online at www.miha.org
Purpose

The purpose of this organization is to promote continuous growth
in programs fostering horsemanship education, sponsor activities
to encourage interscholastic participation and to have cooperative
adult-supervised leadership (coaching) for all students in grades 5
through 12 who are desirous to participate regardless of race, creed
or national origin and meet the Association rules and regulations
(By-Laws).

Goals

A. Throughout Association leadership and coaching, it is our
goal that the student members derive whatever enjoyment and
benefits possible as a result of participating as riders in
horsemanship education programs and interscholastic
competition.

B. The MIHA and Coaches will involve each equestrian student
(male and female) to the extent possible in team competition.

C. The MIHA and Coaches will provide situations where each
equestrian team member can be exposed to cooperative
working experience that leads to common group goals.

D. The MIHA and Coaches will provide each equestrian team
member with the opportunities to experience good leadership,
fair play, horsemanship, sense of honesty, character, pride and
good sportsmanship at all times.

E. The MIHA and Coaches will conduct their programs with
proper instruction and adequate supervision, implementing
appropriate coaching methods and conditioning rules, keeping
the health, safety and welfare of each rider and mount their
first priority.

F. Registered MIHA Coaches, Assistant Coaches, and Adult
Volunteers will sign the Code of Conduct annually and
adhere to the Code of Conduct guidelines.

BY LAWS

Article VII - Competition

Competition Meets shall be conducted according to the rules found
below:

Season

The MIHA Year will run from January 1% to December 31* of each
year.

The Junior Division will be considered a spring sport. Meets will
take place from May 10%-June 30%.

The Senior Division will be considered a fall sport. Meets will take
place from August 10"-September 30"

A. All meets shall consist of these classes, but the order of the
classes will be at the discretion of the show committee or the
District Chairperson.

B. Suggested Class Order at the high school meets shall be:

1.  Western Fitting and Showing

2. Hunt Seat Fitting and Showing
3. Saddle Seat Fitting and Showing
4. Saddle Seat Equitation
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Saddle Seat Pattern
Saddle Seat Bareback
Hunt Seat Equitation
Hunt Seat Bareback
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Equitation Over Fences

10. Western Equitation

11. Western Bareback

12. Western Reining or Ranch Riding
13. Trail

14. Flag Race

15. Cloverleaf

16. Timed Events Pattern

17. Two-Person Relay Race

. Suggested Class Order at the Junior Division meets shall be:

Western Fitting and Showing

Hunt Seat Fitting and Showing

Saddle Seat Fitting and Showing

Saddle Seat Equitation

Saddle Seat Pattern

English Equitation (Hunt Seat or Saddle Seat) Walk/Trot
Hunt Seat Equitation

English Bareback (Hunt Seat or Saddle Seat) — Class to
be Walk/Trot, but only Walk, Trot, Canter riders are
eligible to participate.

o N S AW N~

9. Equitation Over Fences

10. Western Equitation Walk/Trot

11. Western Equitation

12. Western Reining or Ranch Riding

13. Western Bareback Class to be Walk/Trot, but only
Walk/Trot/Canter riders only are eligible to participate.

14. Trail

15. Flag Race

16. Cloverleaf

17. Timed Events Pattern
18. Two-Person Relay Race

Western Riding/Reining Pattern, Trail, Saddle Seat Pattern,
Equitation Over Fences and the Two-Person Relay Race will
have a limit of THREE (3) entries per class per team, with the
remaining classes to have a limit of FOUR (4) entries per class
per team. Each available entry space will be called a “slot”.

Points. In each event the following points shall be awarded:

FIRST place 8 Points

SECOND place 7 Points

THIRD place 6 Points

FOURTH place 5 Points

FIFTH place 4 Points

SIXTH place 3 Points

SEVENTH place 2 Points

EIGHTH place 1 Point

NINTH place Honorable Mention (0 Points)
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1. At the District Level, placing ties must be broken by the
Judge or worked off in contesting. Tied entrants shall
receive equal points. The next lower placed team shall not
receive more points than the tied teams. Points will be
determined by this calculation — the number of points
awarded for the winning placing, added to the next lower
number of points for each team involved in the tie, then
that point total will be split evenly among the tied teams.
The next place finisher (team) not involved in the tie will
receive the placing and points following (the number of)
the teams involved in the tie. Examples:

a. A two-team tie for first place will be calculated
by adding 8 points (1st place) + 7 points (2nd
place) = 15 points. 15 points, divided by 2=7.5
points per tied team. (8 + 7 =15 divided by 2 =
7.5) The next place finisher will be awarded 3rd
place and 3rd place points = 6 points.

b. A three-team tie for 2nd would be 7 points (2nd
place) + 6 points (3rd place) + 5 points (4th
place) = 18 points divided by 3 = 6 points per
tied team (7 + 6 + 5 = 18 divided by 3 = 6) The
next place winner will be 5th place, receiving
Sth place points = 4 points.

The team that has the highest number of points at the
completion of all events shall be considered the winner.

In the event of a tie, there will be no run-off and each first-
place team will stand as co-champions. This includes regular
meets, Regional Meets and the State Championship Meet(s).

Meets shall be judged according to rules found in the
Handbook under section titled Rules and Regulations. Each
event shall have a detailed description to further explain
guidelines of the events in the Rules and Regulations section
of this book.

Registration for events shall be submitted for entire team by
Coach prior to commencement of first class in the meet. No
changes shall be made once preceding class enters the ring,
except in the event of an illness or injury to a horse or rider.
In this case, a substitution would be allowed as long as the
affected class is not detained.

A Coach is to request all tack changes to entry table. Tack
changes will be limited to 5 minutes. Timing of tack changes
will be done by announcer or ringmaster. He/she is to use a
stopwatch. Timing will begin when last horse from previous
class leaves the ring.

Judges are responsible for the placing of the competitors in
each class. The judge’s decision is final.

The District Chairperson is responsible for all on-site
activities other than judging. All complaints regarding, but not
limited to, rider/team conduct and safety, will be directed to
the District Chairperson.

Any claimed infraction of an MIHA rule by riders, coaches,
adult volunteers, judges, grooms, and/or show committee
during competition must be registered (protested) with the
District Chairperson by a registered adult coach prior to the
commencement of the second following class. The start of
judging of the next class constitutes a waiver of any alleged
violation of MIHA rules. The District Chairperson will notify
the judge through the ringmaster of the grievance. Otherwise,
the judge’s decision is final.
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M. The Regional Chairperson is responsible for all on-site
activities. All complaints regarding, but not limited to, rider/
team conduct, and safety will be directed to the Regional
Chairperson.

N. Any claimed infraction of an MIHA rule by riders, coaches,
adult volunteers, judges, grooms, and/or show committee
during regional competition must be registered (protested)
with the Regional Chairperson by a registered adult coach
prior to the commencement of the next class in the division.
The start of judging of the next class constitutes a waiver of
any alleged violation of MIHA rules. The Regional
Chairperson will notify the judge through the ringmaster of
the grievance. Otherwise, the judge’s decision is final.

O. PROTEST FEES: No fee is required for a protest at the
District level. A $25.00 fee is required for a protest at the
Regional level. A $50.00 fee is required for a protest at the
State Meet. All fees must be in cash.

P. These Fees will be refunded if the protest is found to be valid.
Article VIII - Organization of Districts

Seasonal competition in MIHA is arranged so that the equestrian
teams may play other neighboring MIHA teams regardless of
school or team size. This system preserves traditional
interscholastic rivalries and minimizes travel.

A. District is a grouping of Junior and Senior Division teams
within a geographical area having a minimum of ten and a
maximum of nineteen Senior Division teams. Districts may
be combined for Junior Division competition to facilitate
appropriate numbers.

1. A District must hold three qualifying meets for each high
school team per season in order to send teams to the
MIHA Regional and State Championship Meets barring
any unforeseen natural disasters.

a. A District will hold one Junior Division meet for
each team per season (in the spring) and it may hold
up to two additional Junior Division meets. All
expenses incurred for the second and third meets
will be the responsibility of the individual District.
There will not be any structured inter-District
playoff system.

2. Sportsmanship Trophies will be given out to the districts
at Rider Registration.

3. Each District must have a District Chairperson (a
registered adult coach or a registered adult volunteer
elected by a majority vote of the registered coaches
within the district) who is responsible for overseeing the
seasonal competition within the District.

a. This person may be a registered adult coach,
assistant coach or volunteer selected by a majority
vote of the registered adult coaches in a district.

b. The election for all district chairpersons will be
coordinated by the existing District Chairperson
with the nomination, election and submission of
proper documentation by December 31% of each
year.

c. If the District Chairperson fails to provide the
appropriate documentation by said date, the
Executive Board will coordinate the election of the
district during the immediate following January.

4. Responsibility of the District Chairperson are:
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a. A District Chairperson may appoint an individual (a
registered adult coach, a registered assistant adult
coach or a registered adult volunteer), with the
approval of the Junior Division Coaches in the
District, to serve as the District Junior Division
Coordinator and be responsible for overseeing the
Junior Division within the District. This individual
shall be responsible to the District Chairperson.

b. The District Chairperson is responsible for the
selection of judges, meet locations, setting rider
registration deadlines, planning meet dates, and any
plans necessary to organize their series of meets for
competition. Under no circumstances shall any team,
without express authority from the District
Chairperson be allowed to hire any judges for their
district meets.

c. The District Chairperson, in consultation with the
registered adult coaches, is responsible for all safety
issues of competition within said District.

d. Each District Chairperson and/or District Treasurer,
will handle all financial matters of the district and
submit an annual District Financial Report (which
can be found on the website at www.miha.org),
covering income and expenditures from Jan. 1
through Dec. 31 and year-end balance to the State
Treasurer no later than the second Saturday of
January of the next year. Each statement should be
self- audited by each district with at least one coach
and one parent reviewing all district transactions and
signing the year end statement. All financial
statements are available to the public. Failure to do
so shall result in sanctions imposed upon the District
Chairpersons/District Treasurer by the Executive
Board.

e. Each District Chairperson will receive an annual
Team Financial Report, covering income and
expenditures from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31 and
yearend balance, from each coach by January Ist.
The forms for the Team financial reports can be
found on the website at www.miha.org and the State
Financial Report may be used as an example for
these financial reports. All financial statements are
available to the public.

f. Each District Chairperson will be responsible for the
accurate registration of riders and their mounts. The
rider registration forms for each team are to be held
by MIHA personnel until after the completion of the
State Championship Show.

g. Each District Chairperson will deliver rider
registration forms of their district’s division team
champions to the Regional show Office/Chairperson
prior to the start of the Regional meet. The Regional
Show Chair will deliver rider registration forms of
the regions division champions and reserve
champions to the State Show Office/Chairperson
prior to the start of the State Championship meet.
Under no circumstances will the winning teams’
rider registrations be returned to the coach after the
regular District season or before the State
Championship.

h. Each District Chairperson will deliver judge
payment information such as name, address,

Page 5 ¢ 2023 MIHA Rules & Regulations



telephone, and social number to the State Treasurer
by November 30 each year. The form can be found
on the website at www.miha.org. Failure to do so
shall result in sanctions imposed upon the district/
Regional Chairpersons by the Executive Board.

i. The District Chair or representative must be in
attendance for at least 50% of the monthly Board of
Directors meetings.

5. A District with twelve to nineteen teams, and seventy-
five or more riders, may hold meets at two sites
simultaneously (total of six meets per season). Each team
should attend three meets, with teams arranged so the
meets will be approximately the same size. A District
with fifteen to nineteen teams, and over 150 Riders, may
hold meets at three sites simultaneously (total of nine
meets per season); with each team attending three meets.
All teams shall play each other in rotation in these divided
Districts, and it is required teams compete against all
other teams sharing their division (A, B, C or D). Meet
size can vary according to team size and number of riders
present at each meet.

6. Districts reaching twenty teams can be divided into two
Districts. Size of teams and number of riders should be
considered to warrant splitting the Districts. A committee
of the State Chairperson, District Chairperson(s) and
District Coaches will decide whether to split or
reorganize Districts.

The Board of Directors is allowed to review districts.
Decisions on redistricting will be based on the criteria of the
size, geographical area, and the arena facilities.

1. Upon this review the Board of Directors shall recommend
team changes to the District Chairperson of the said
district and give notice to the team change.

2. There will be a 15-day comment period for the team
involved: the Executive Board will make the final
decision on the change at the end of that period.
Executive Board decisions are final, registered letters will
be sent to the coaches of the teams involved.

Provisional Districts may be formed in order to facilitate
growth of the Association.

1. A geographical area with five to nine potential teams, if
located too far from existing districts, may request
Provisional District status.

2. This status will be granted for two years upon approval
by the MIHA Board of Directors. An additional two years
of provisional status may be granted if deemed necessary
and appropriate by the MIHA Board of Directors.

3. A Provisional District must hold three meets per season.

Article IX — Organization of Regions

A. The Board of Directors will annually determine which

B.

Districts will compete in each of the Regional Meets.

Each year after the Districts have held their three qualifying
meets, MIHA will hold regional meets, consisting of one meet
in each of the regions.

A region is a grouping of Districts within a geographical area
having a minimum of three districts and a maximum of six
districts.

1. Each region will have a Regional Chairperson, selected
by a majority vote of the District Chairpersons of that
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region. The Regional Chairperson, in consultation with
the District Chairpersons of that region, is responsible for
the selection of judges, meet location and any plans
necessary to organize their regional meet, and all safety
issues of competition within said region.

2. Each Regional Chairperson or Regional Treasurer will
submit an annual Regional Financial Report covering the
income and expenditure for their Regional Meet to the
State Treasurer no later than December 1st following the
said meet. Failure to do so shall result in sanctions
imposed upon the Regional Chairpersons and/or
Regional Treasurer by the Executive Board.

3. Each Regional Chairperson will be responsible for
overseeing that the MIHA Rules and Regulations are
followed in their region. Failure to do so shall result in
sanctions imposed upon the Regional Chairperson by the
Executive Board.

Regional Meets are conducted using the same format as the
State Championship Show as found under By-Laws, Article
XIII - STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.

1. All teams selected to compete begin the Regional Meets
with zero points; no cumulative season points will count.

2. Awarding of District trophies will be at the District
Meets.

3. Awarding of Regional Champion and Reserve Champion
trophies in each division will be at the Regional
Championships.

4. Electric timers with at least one manual backup will be
mandatory for contesting classes at all Regional Meets.
The backup timer(s) will be used only when the electric
timers fail. The number of backup timers utilized, will be
determined by the Regional Show Chairpersons, prior to
the start of the meet.

5. Protests must be in writing and received by the show
office prior to the commencement of the next class in
your division. Any protest submitted at the Regional
Meets, must be accompanied by a fee of $25.00. This fee
will be refunded if the protest is found to be valid.

The teams qualifying to attend the Regional Meets will be
competing in their respective division for the MIHA Region
(#) Division A Regional Championship and Reserve
Champion, Region (#) Division B Regional Championship
and Reserve Champion, Region (#) Division C Regional
Championship and Reserve Champion, Region (#) Division D
Regional Championship and Reserve Champion and will
receive recognition as such at the State Championship Meet.

Each District/Regional Chairperson will be responsible for
overseeing that the MIHA Rules and Regulations are followed
in their District/Region. Failure to do so shall result in
sanctions imposed upon the District/Regional Chairpersons by
the Executive Board.

Article X - Organization of Teams

A high school equestrian team shall consist of students grades 9
through 12, attending the same educational institution, interested
in participating in MIHA. An educational institution is defined as
a public school, charter school, private school, parochial school, or
an alternative educational program. The team shall be led by a
registered adult coach. 4 Junior Division Equestrian Team shall
consist of students grade 5 through 8, attending one educational
institution, interested in participating in MIHA, led by a registered
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adult coach. The coach shall deliver the entire High School team
roster (riders and mounts) to the District Chairperson. The District
Chairperson will then register that team with the Executive Board
prior to fall competition. The Junior Division coach shall deliver
the entire Junior team roster (viders and mounts) to the District
Chairperson. The District Chairperson will then register that team
with the Executive Board prior to spring competition.

A.

B.

Educational institution not to include school districts. Charter
Schools in MIHA are considered Public Schools.

In school districts where fifth, sixth or ninth grade students are
not housed is the same building as middle or high school
students, they must participate with the educational institution
they will be attending.

In school districts where sixth grade students are not housed
in the same building as seventh and eighth grade students they
must participate with the educational institution they will be
attending.

Alternative Education Program students in grades ninth
through twelfth may ride for the school issuing their diploma.

Students enrolled in School of Choice will ride for the school
they are attending.

Students enrolled in private school may compete on the public
school team serving the area of their legal residence with the
approval of the coach of record and/or the school
administration.

1. When private school riders are denied permission to ride
on the public-school team, they have the option of
forming their own team.

Non-traditional forms of schools such as virtual school,
homeschool, or online learning may compete in one of the
following ways.

1. Ride on the public-school team serving the area of their
legal residence.

2. Have the option of forming their own team open to all
riders of all non-traditional schools of their legal
residence.

3. Form a non-traditional team open to all riders attending
the same program, with restriction to the MIHA school
district of residence with district chair and executive
board approval.

If three or more students from one private school, alternative
education program join MIHA, they will be required to form
their own team and will no longer be able to compete on the
public-school team.

A team shall not restrict or limit the number of riders
participating on the team for the purpose of competing in a
particular division.

Team size will be used to establish the division of competition
and slot allotment for each team. Once rider registrations are
handed in to the District Chairperson the competition division
will not change even if riders are lost before the first meet.

1. Students registered as “grooms” will not be counted as
registered riders.

Each year, the date of rider registration will be announced at
the Annual Winter Meeting.

Team coaches may request a move from their existing district
to a new district only during the period of time starting one
day after completion of the State Championship and ending
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one day before the date of the Annual Winter Coaches
Meeting. As an example, this would be October 22nd through
February 10th. Specific dates will vary from year to year. The
procedure would require written approval by the accepting
district and letters of intent to the district you would like to
leave, as well as the MIHA Executive Board. All
communications must be in writing. Copies of all
correspondence must be sent to all parties involved. The
Executive Board reserves the right to disallow the change
from one district to another if it is found to compromise the
spirit and/or purpose of the Association.

Junior Division Teams

A.

Two or more schools may elect to form a cooperative program
for the MIHA Junior Division, and show as one team, under
the following conditions.

1. One of the cooperating schools will be designated as
primary, all of the other schools participating in the
cooperative program will be considered secondary.

2. The primary school may have any number of riders on
the team formed under the cooperative program.

3. A maximum of two (2) riders from any one secondary
school may participate in the cooperative program. If
there are three (3) or more riders from a single secondary
school they will be required to form their own team and
will not be permitted to participate in the cooperative
program.

4. All riders from the primary school and all secondary
schools must participate on the same cooperative
program team. Riders attending one school may not
participate on different teams, except as noted in C above
for private school and Schools of Choice students.

5. The Coach of the primary school will inform the
chairman of the district of their intent to form a
cooperative program prior to spring Junior Division
registration.

6. The School Administration, from any of the cooperating

teams recognized by their school as a school activity,
club or sport, must approve of the cooperative program.

7. The MIHA Junior Division Steering Committee approves
each cooperative program.

B. For the sake of competition a Junior Division Districts with only

one “A” Team has the option to split that team and show
as two or more “B” Teams or two or more “C” Teams
or a combination of “B” and “C” Teams with the
approval of the District Chairperson or District Junior
Division Coordinator.

Article XI - Coaches and Assistant Coaches

Coaches and Assistant Coaches responsibilities shall be as follows:

A.
B.

To have and hold membership in good standing with MIHA.

Have appropriate paperwork with current information on file
with the State Organization.

Assistant Coaches must have Coaches’ approval before
applying for said position.

Coaches and Assistant Coaches shall work together to further
the Association’s goals and purpose and sportsmanship.

Coaches and/or Assistant Coaches shall provide adequate
publicity for participation of members in spring (Junior
Division) and fall (High School) competition.
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Coaches and Assistant Coaches will adhere to the “Purpose
and Goals” of MIHA as set forth in our Constitution Articles
IT and III, including the no restriction By-Law located in
Article X, Item J. If the individual school athletic codes
require that you not adhere to the above; the School
Administrator, will submit in writing, coaching/team
specifications to the Executive Board Officers for approval.

Coaches will be limited to the coaching responsibilities of one
school. Individual hardship cases will be reviewed by the
Executive Board upon petition by the (team/coach) involved,
through their District Chairperson. Assistant Coaches may
choose to be limited to the coaching responsibilities of one
school or they may choose to assist other coaches/teams, as
long as the teams they are assisting do not compete in the same
division.

Each Coach, Assistant Coach or Team Treasurer is
responsible for all financial matters of that team including the
submission of the annual Team Financial Report. Individual
hardship cases will be reviewed by the Executive Board upon
petition by the team, coach or assistant coach involved. Failure
to do so shall result in sanctions imposed upon the coaches,
assistant coaches, and treasurer by the executive board.

Coaches and/or Assistant Coaches shall meet with the judge
to discuss judging rules prior to commencement of the first
class at each meet and again before the first Timed Events
Class to discuss and clarify rules and regulations. This
procedure will be followed at the Regional Meets and the State
Championship Meet with the exception of the meeting before
the Timed Events, which will be held at the discretion of the
Regional Chairpersons and the State Championship Show
Chairperson.

Coaches and/or Assistant Coaches shall have the option to
check over jump and trail class courses prior to
commencement of said class. Conditions that are unsafe in the
ring to rider, horse, or spectator are grounds for protest. The
collective opinion of the coaches or their designated assistant
coach that are present shall rule.

Annual Financial Report. Each Team Coach, Assistant Coach,
or Team Treasurer will submit an annual Team Financial
Report, covering income and expenditures from Jan. 1 through
Dec. 31 and year-end balance, to their District Chairperson by
January 1st. The State Financial Report may be used as an
example for these financial reports. Forms found at
www.miha.org.

Article XII - Riders and Mounts

The riders participating shall know and abide by the following
rules and regulations of MIHA and by Coach’s directions and
decisions.

A.

Riders shall be limited to two mounts per season, registered
with MIHA on the form which is to be provided by the
Association. This registration must be completed before a
rider can participate in a meet.

1. Mounts may be shared only by members of immediate
family riding on the same team. Exception: Two middle
school riders may share a mount if one rider is a walk trot
rider. This rider will be limited to showing the shared
horse in 2 designated walk trot classes and showmanship
that the horse has not already been entered in by the other
rider.
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a.  When siblings share a mount, both siblings must be
registered with that mount.

b. Immediate family is defined as brother, sister,
stepbrother, stepsister, foster care sibling, exchange
student.

Mounts becoming unfit for competition as substantiated
by a veterinarian certificate may be replaced. This
certificate and the new horse’s registration form must be
filed with the Association before replacement mount can
be used in competition.

Any mount that is registered for use may not have been
registered by any other rider during the current season.
Junior Division and Senior Division are separate seasons.

Mounts that have been replaced with a veterinarian’s
certificate may be reinstated if they become fit for use
again. If a rider chooses to return to their original mount
the replacement mount then becomes ineligible for
competition even if the rider only registered one horse at
the beginning of the season.

Current year’s negative Coggins test required, in accordance
with the Michigan State Law.

Rider registration will include a color profile of entire horse.
Current Coggins with color photo is acceptable.
Picture must match horse.

TRANSPORTATION is the responsibility of team member.
NO STALLIONS shall be allowed.
PARTICIPATION

L.

2.

Riders in the Senior Division are limited to four years of
competition.

A rider cannot participate after completion of their 12"
grade year, even if they did not receive a diploma.

A rider cannot participate more than once in any one
event, per meet.

A horse cannot participate more than once in any one
event, per meet.

In order to compete in the Regional or State
Championship, a rider and at least one of their mounts
must have competed in at least one meet during the
regular District Season.

Under no circumstances shall a rider split a class with a
mount. Example: ride the pattern portion of an equitation
class with one horse and the rail portion with another, or
in the case of Regionals or State Championship ride one
speed flight with one horse and the second speed flight
with another (even “The Silent Rider mount” in Two Man
must remain the same).

CONDUCT OF RIDERS

1.

No registered rider is allowed to use alcoholic beverages,
smoking materials or illegal drugs at any MIHA
sponsored event.

The use or foul language or unsportsmanlike conduct will
not be tolerated at any MIHA sponsored event.

Mistreatment, abuse or neglect of any animal at an MIHA
sponsored event will not be tolerated.

Disrespectful treatment of coaches, adult volunteers,
team members, or show officials by riders will also not
be tolerated.
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H.

Failure to abide by the rules and regulations of MIHA will lead
to any or all of the following:

Loss of points for rider or team.
Disqualification for rider or team.
Suspension of rider or team.

Expulsion from team.

A

Expulsion from Association.

Horses ridden in MIHA competition must be serviceably
sound. This means that the registered horse must not show
evidence of lameness, broken wind, or any other signs of
unsoundness. If soundness of a horse, registered with MIHA
is in question, a veterinarian’s certificate of soundness may be
required to establish eligibility for use in competition. At all
MIHA competitions the judge’s decision on serviceably is
final.

If questions, other than protest, arise from a rider, parent or
legal guardian in regard to MIHA; they should be directed to
the registered adult coach for the team. If they are not satisfied
with the coach’s response they may contact the District
Chairperson, and from there the MIHA Executive Board for
resolution. The matter may be presented to the Board of
Directors for decision, as deemed necessary by the Executive
Board. All communications must be in writing. Copies of all
correspondence must be sent to all parties involved by the
complainant, in writing via registered mail.

CONDUCT OF PARENTS AND GUESTS OF RIDER
Those parents and guests of each rider shall conduct
themselves in an appropriate adult manner while attending
MIHA sponsored events. Inappropriate conduct may be cause
for disqualification of their rider for one or all events of the
day. Such determinations shall be the responsibility of the
District Chairperson at MIHA meets, the Regional
Chairpersons at Regional Meets and the Executive Board
during State Championship.

Article XIII — Team Structure and Slotting Rules

A.

Each team will be categorized as either

1. Division A team with 8 or more riders (63 slots)
2. Division B team with 5 to 8 riders (42 slots)

3. Division C team with 2 to 5 riders (24 slots)

4. Division D team with 1 or 2 riders (16 slots)

Coaches will assign class slots to each rider. Each rider shall
not participate in more than EIGHT EVENTS in any one meet
unless one of the following occurs:
1. Division D team exists — 16 total slots
a. 2 rider team — no rider may be assigned more than
11 slots.
b. 1 rider team — rider is allotted 16 slots.
2. Division C team exists — 24 total slots
a. 3 rider team — no rider may be assigned more than
11 slots.
b. 2 rider team — no rider may be assigned more than
15 slots.
c. 1 rider team — rider is allotted 16 slots.
3. Division B team exists — 42 total slots
a. 6 rider team — no rider may be assigned more than

11 slots.

b. 5 rider team - no rider may be assigned more than
12 slots.

c. 4 rider team - no rider may be assigned more than
14 slots.
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d. 2 or 3 rider team - no rider may be assigned more
than 17 slots.
4. Division A team exists — 63 total slots
a. 8 rider team — no rider may be assigned more than

11 slots.

b. 7 rider team - no rider may be assigned more than
12 slots.

c. 6 rider team - no rider may be assigned more than
14 slots.

d. 5 rider team - no rider may be assigned more
than 16 slots.

e. 3 or4rider team — no rider may be assigned more
than 17 slots.

Schools having 15 or more riders may have 2 teams, one being an
A Team and the other a Division B or C as members warrant. The
A team must be filled with 11 or more riders before a B or C team
may be formed. No rider may interchange between teams.

Schools having 25 or more riders may have three teams, an A team,
a B team, and a C team. The A team must be filled with 11 or more
riders before a B or C team may be formed. No rider may
interchange between teams.

Schools having 31 or more riders may have four teams.

1. Two A teams, one B team, and one C team.

2. One A team, two B teams, and on C team.

3. The A team must be filled with 11 or more riders. The B
team must be filled 6-10 riders and the C team will have 2-5 riders.

C. ABSENT RIDER SLOT ALLOTMENT. In the event that a
registered team member would:

1. Decide not to be a participating member of the team for
the entire season and notifies the coach of this
decision,

2. Become injured and unable to compete at any or all of the
meets.

3. Notify the coach that they cannot attend one or more of
the meets.

4. Becomes ineligible to compete because of grades or
disciplinary action:

a. The coach must notify their District Chairperson or
Regional Chairperson of the situation and the change
in the number of riders competing on the team for
that meet. This must be done in the time allotted, as
defined within each district or region and as
determined by the Chairperson at the State
Championship meet. If all requirements are met, the
team will then be allowed to use the absent riders
slots. They need to comply with the formula stated
in Article XIII Section B.

Article XIV — Regional/State Championship

A. The highest scoring large teams, medium teams, small
teams, and extra small teams will qualify to advance to
the MIHA Regional Meets. These teams will be called
District (#) Division A Champion & Reserve Champion,
District (#) Division B Champion & Reserve Champion,
District (#) Division C Champion & Reserve Champion,
District (#) Division D Champion & Reserve Champion
and will receive recognition as such at their Regional
Meet.

B. Inthe event of a tie, an audit of the points will be done. If
there is still a tie, there will be no run-off and each 1%
place team will stand as co-champions and the 3™ place
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team will stand as reserve champions. This includes
District Meets, Regional Meets and the State
Championship Meets.

1. If a team chooses not to move on to the Regional
Meet the next highest scoring t